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2 THEMPI .ORG/MISSION

MISSION

http://thempi.org/mission


THE MOVING PICTURE INSTITUTE  
is a modern-media production house and 
talent incubator that creates and supports 
high-impact film and video content designed 
to entertain, inspire, and educate audiences 
with captivating stories about human freedom. 

OUR  
MISSION
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 OPPOSITE:  M P I  f i lmmaker  Just in  Mont ice l lo  f rames h is  nex t 
shot  a t  our  c inematography workshop,  Mov ing P ic turecra f t .



2017 was a monumental year 
for the Moving Picture Institute 
(MPI). We’ve been promoting 
freedom through film for twelve 
years, and our work is breaking 
into the mainstream like  
never before.

2017 
IMPACT AT  
A GLANCE

4 THEMPI .ORG/IMPACT

IMPACT AT A GLANCE

http://thempi.org/impact


MPI FILMS AND FILMMAKERS 
HAVE EARNED COVERAGE IN 
THESE OUTLETS AND MORE:

We The Internet TV video views to date

38,000,000

Years total watch time for  
We The Internet TV to date

40+

MPI-supported films  
available on iTunes, Amazon,  
& video-on-demand outlets

20+

We The Internet TV 
followers & subscribers  
to date

128K+

LIFETIME NUMBERS:

Acceptance rate for 
our internship program

2%

Attendees at master- 
classes & skills workshops

250+

Mama Rwanda 
campus screenings

33

Internship applications 
received

800+

New We The  
Internet TV videos

65

Paid internships  
awarded

17

Students reached with  
MPI classroom films

68,000+
Filmmakers supported 
through Rising 
Filmmakers Program

41

IN 2017:
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We the Internet TV beats f ierce competit ion 
to win the 2017 Webby Award for Best 

Onl ine Fi lm & Video, Variety category.



BUILDING ON OUR 
BLUEPRINT FOR 
CHANGE

“Our goal is to become the world’s single biggest 
influencer when it comes to promoting positive, freedom-
oriented messages through film and popular culture.  
We have drawn on over a decade of entertainment industry 
experience to create a blueprint to achieve this vision.” 

 /  Rob Pfa l t zgra f f ,  Pres ident

6 THEMPI .ORG

STRATEGY

http://thempi.org


AB OVE:  M P I  f i lmmaker  Mat t  Wood rev iews h is  most  recent 
t ake a t  our  c inematography workshop,  Mov ing P ic turecra f t .

STRATEGY ONE:  

Establish MPI  
as ground zero  
for freedom- 
oriented talent

STRATEGY TWO:  

Establish MPI  
as a full-service  
production and  
promotion house

INFINITE POTENTIAL  
FOR IMPACT

OUR BLUEPRINT FOR CHANGE CENTERS  
ON TWO INTERLOCKING STRATEGIES:

+ =
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ENTERTAINING &  
INSPIRING AUDIENCES 
THROUGH FILM 

ä Miss Virginia films 
in April 2018 and will 
premiere in 2019.

Miss Virginia is a dramatic film based 
on the life of  Virginia Walden Ford, a 
struggling single mother in Washington, 
D.C., who moved her at-risk son from 
their dangerous neighborhood school to a 
better one in a safe area. Unable to make 
the tuition payment, Virginia launched a 
movement to save her son’s future and the 
futures of  thousands of  other children 
trapped in failing schools.  

Award-winning writer-director R.J. 
Daniel Hanna will direct Miss Virginia. 
An alumnus of  several Moving Picture 
Institute workshops, Dan has directed 
commercials for giants such as Coca-
Cola and Subway. He has edited films 
recognized by BAFTA and the Directors’ 
Guild of  America. Shelter Animal, a 
screenplay he workshopped with MPI, was 
named in the top 50 for the prestigious 
2015 Academy Nicholl Fellowship. As his 
first feature, Miss Virginia offers Daniel an 
invaluable opportunity to take his career to 
the next level.

MISS VIRGINIA

SPOTLIGHT 
R.J. DANIEL HANNA, Director

 /   Er in  O’Connor,  Mov ing P ic ture  Inst i tu te  execut ive 
v ice pres ident  & Miss Vi rg in ia  screenwr i te r

 /   R . J .  Dan ie l  Hanna,  Miss Vi rg in ia  di rector

“Virginia was a single mother with no money 
and few choices. She could have been 
consumed by hopelessness and defeat 
when her son struggled in school and got in 
trouble with the law. Instead, she fought for 
her son and for all children like him.” 

“MPI’s writing workshops and masterclasses 
have helped me grow as a filmmaker over 
the years. I’m really excited to direct MPI’s 
first feature film Miss Virginia not only 
because it’s an incredibly moving and timely 
story but because MPI understands what it 
takes to make a great film and get it out into 
the world.”

8 THEMPI .ORG/MISS-VIRGINIA

FEATURE FILM: MISS VIRGINIA 

https://www.thempi.org/miss-virginia


Award-winning actress Uzoamaka “Uzo” 
Aduba will bring the role of  Virginia to 
life on screen. Aduba is best known for 
her compelling breakout performance as 
Suzanne “Crazy Eyes” Warren in the Netflix 
original series Orange Is the New Black (2013–
present). An Emmy winner for both comedy 
and drama, Aduba will bring unparalleled 
heart and dynamism to Miss Virginia.

SPOTLIGHT 
UZO ADUBA,  
Emmy-winning lead actress

EMMY AWARD WINNER 
OUTSTANDING GUEST ACTRESS IN A COMEDY SERIES (2014)

SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARD WINNER 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE BY A FEMALE ACTOR IN A COMEDY SERIES (2016)

EMMY AWARD WINNER 
OUTSTANDING SUPPORTING ACTRESS IN A DRAMA SERIES (2015)

GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINEE 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS — SERIES, MINISERIES, OR TELEVISION FILM (2014)

SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARD WINNER 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE BY A FEMALE ACTOR IN A COMEDY SERIES (2014)

GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINEE 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS — SERIES, MINISERIES, OR TELEVISION FILM (2016)

9

  B E LOW: Two- t ime Emmy award-winn ing act ress Uzo Aduba at tends the 2014 Emmy Awards .
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In 2017, We the Internet TV proved that our “tough 
love” comedy could reach the mainstream.  
 
We’ve had viral success this year: one video alone clocked 
over 4,000,000 views, 50,000 likes, 75,000 shares, and 
thousands more online comments and conversations.  

The industry noticed. In April, We the Internet TV won the 
Webby Award (the Oscars of  the Internet) for Best Online 
Film & Video Variety Show, beating out Conan O’Brien, 
Katie Couric, and 60 Minutes.  

With Moving Picture Institute filmmaker and comedian 
Lou Perez at the helm, our videos are creating common 
ground for discussion among Millennials and Generation Z. 
And they keep coming back for more.

FUELING DEBATE WITH 
“TOUGH LOVE” COMEDY

 /  Lou Perez ,  We the In ternet  TV  
head wr i te r  &  execut ive  producer

 /   Facebook fo l lower  comment

“In a world oversaturated with 
political comedy content, we’ve 
always believed the way to break 
through and be seen was to keep 
hammering home our truly unique 
perspective on politics, culture, 
and life. Every day, more fans 
discover us.” 

“I think what I love most about WTI 
is that I never know if I will agree 
with what you say. I have seen 
enough of my peers regurgitating 
Comedy Central to appreciate a 
channel that isn’t driving a singular 
political narrative.” 

ä  Featured in USA Today, Salon.com, 
Kennedy, FoxNews.com, the Guardian, 
FunnyorDie.com, the New York Times, 
the Adam Carolla Show, and more

10 THEMPI .ORG/WE-THE- INTERNET

REACHING MILLENNIALS: WE THE INTERNET TV

 OPPOSITE:  Head wr i te r  Lou Perez  t akes We the In ternet  TV on tour, 
reach ing hundreds of  co l lege s tudents  across the Uni ted States .

http://thempi.org/we-the-internet


total views across  
YouTube & Facebook 
to date

Garnered over

38,000,000

years of watch  
time to date

Logged over

40

Millennials & 
Generation Z

Cultivated an audience 
comprised of 

93%

original comedy videos 
in 2017

Created

65

Won Best Online Film  
& Video, Variety Category 
at the 21st Annual  
Webby Awards

11



12

We the In ternet  TV  co-wr i te rs  Luke Spa l l ino and Bor is  Khayk in  accompany  
head wr i te r  Lou Perez  on the red carpet  a t  the 2017 Webby Awards .

RISING 
FILMMAKERS 
supported by  
We the Internet TV 
to date

41

THEMPI .ORG/WE-THE- INTERNET

http://thempi.org/we-the-internet
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We the Internet TV isn’t just a Webby Award–winning comedy news channel 
with millions of views. It’s also an engine that drives our talent development, 
accelerating the careers of talented comedy writers, editors, and directors 
who want to break into the competitive comedy scene. 

CULTIVATING COMEDIC 
TALENT THROUGH  
WE THE INTERNET TV

Luke is a rising comedy writer. His Moving 
Picture Institute journey began with 
an intern placement on We the Internet 
TV. On our set, he learned valuable 
skills like writing and editing scripts, 
operating teleprompters, and assisting 
with cinematography. That earned him 
a fellowship to continue working on 
the production. He worked his way 
up, eventually co-writing several We the 
Internet TV sketches, including one that 
he perfected in our 2017 Comedy Writing 
Workshop. He is now writing a comedy 
short to serve as a calling card, which he 
worked on in our revision workshop. 
 
Luke co-wrote twelve We the Internet TV 
videos with 3,000,000+ total views.

Boris is a writer, director, editor, and 
standup comedian. Time Out New York has  
named him a rising star, and he has toured 
the nation and hosted multiple shows. 
Through our Rising Filmmaker Program, 
he contributes regularly to We the Internet 
TV, writing, directing, editing, and appearing 
in sketches.  
 
Boris directed, edited, and/or co-wrote 
twenty-one We the Internet TV videos with 
5,600,000+ total views. 

SPOTLIGHT 
LUKE SPALLINO, Intern  Fellow  
 Produced Writer

SPOTLIGHT 
BORIS KHAYKIN, comedian &  
We the Internet TV fellow 

“Interning with MPI helped me 
develop essential writing skills that 
enabled me to compose Webby–
Award winning comedic sketches.” 

“I want to find an intelligent 
middle ground for dealing with 
the pathological nature of today’s 
political climate. Coming from the 
former USSR, I don’t like seeing 
American youth embrace concepts 
that expand the government’s 
ability to be tyrannical.” 

BUILDING TEAMS: WE THE INTERNET TV 



SPARKING CLASSROOM 
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
ECONOMICS & EQUALITY  

FI$H:  
HOW AN ECONOMY GROWS

2081

MAMA RWANDA

14

MPI IN THE CLASSROOM: 2081, FI$H, AND MAMA RWANDA

THEMPI .ORG/2081 THEMPI .ORG/FISH THEMPI .ORG/MAMA-RWANDA

http://thempi.org/2081
http://thempi.org/fish
http://thempi.org/mama-rwanda


FI$H is our animated educational series based on the 
bestseller, How an Economy Grows and Why it Crashes.  
 FI$H illustrates economic principles through storytelling. 
Students watch as three characters stranded on a desert 
island build their own economy from scratch. Compelling 
storytelling, lecture videos, and lesson plans explain key 
concepts such as money, credit, risk, and profit. To date, 
FI$H has been accessed by nearly 20% of  high school 
economics teachers nationwide.

In July, we launched our classroom-ready streaming 
edition of 2081, our star-studded adaptation of Kurt 
Vonnegut’s short story, “Harrison Bergeron.” 

This often-taught story depicts a dystopian future in which 
the government has eliminated all talent, skill, and expertise 
in order to make everyone “equal.” Complete with 
standards-aligned lesson plans and supplemental videos, 
2081 can now be incorporated into literature, history, social 
studies, and government curricula.

 /   Educator

 /   The Kur t  Vonnegut  Museum and L ibrary

“Students come to me without any 
understanding in economics. . . . 
After teaching a concept, I play 
FI$H, which reinforces what I 
have taught. THEY LOVE IT! They 
beg me to watch another episode! 
Congratulations to you for a 
superior teaching tool!” 

“We want to thank you for sharing 
2081 and related materials with 
us for our 2017 VonnegutFest film 
festival . . . the film was one of our 
most popular programs.” 

Mama Rwanda, a documentary short by MPI filmmaker 
Laura Waters Hinson, enjoyed 33 screenings at 
campuses across the country. 

Mama Rwanda tells   the stories of  two mothers   who use    
entrepreneurship to overcome poverty and rebuild their 
communities.   The new generation of     businesswomen that 
they represent is   helping to transform post-genocide Rwanda 
into one of  the ten fastest growing economies in the world. 

 /   s tudent  on Mama Rwanda

“Watching women overcome 
hardship and turn their tough 
situations into flourishing 
businesses made me feel 
motivated and that anything  
is possible.” 

This year, Moving Picture Institute films and educational materials reached 7,400+ 
teachers and 68,000+ students in classrooms and on campuses across the country. 

Best of all, we have removed barriers for cash-strapped parents and educators by 
making our classroom-ready content available at no cost.
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We are becoming the place where creatives learn how to tell 
freedom-oriented stories through film. 

Our comprehensive Rising Filmmaker Program equips directors, 
producers, editors, cinematographers, and screenwriters with the skills 
they need to tell high-impact, freedom-oriented stories throughout 
their careers. We invest in independent filmmakers as well as future 
“gatekeepers” at major studios, agencies, and distribution houses. In 
turn, these filmmakers go on to host interns of  their own, provide 
mentorship through MPI masterclasses, and open doors in the industry 
for others in our network. 

INVESTING  
IN TALENT—— 
SHAPING CULTURE

“I’m truly impressed by the 
program and wish I had 
known about it myself when  
I was first starting out!” 

“The experience I gained 
from my internship is 
irreplaceable.” 

“The Moving Picture Institute 
is an exceptionally rare 
organization that actively 
helps advance the careers of 
its trainees. The network feels 
like a tight-knit community.” 

THE RISING 
FILMMAKER 

PROGRAM IN 2017:

Attendees at masterclasses 
& skills workshops

250+

Internship applications 
received

800+

More masterclass 
students than in 2016

150%

 /   Dan ie l le  Sk ipper,  P ic ture 
Road Product ions

 /   Stephen Ragsda le ,  Mov ing 
P ic ture  Inst i tu te  in tern

 /   Rob Smat ,  Mov ing P ic ture 
Inst i tu te  f i lmmaker

Filmmakers supported 

41

Paid internships awarded

17

16

THEMPI .ORG/OPPORTUNIT IES

RISING FILMMAKER PROGRAM:  
MPI’S TALENT PIPELINE

http://thempi.org/opportunities


1

6

2

5

7

3

4

Begin as  
an intern

Attend masterclasses Participate in screenwriting 
workshops/skills seminars 

THE TYPICAL MPI FILMMAKER JOURNEY

Receive  
grant support 

Contribute to MPI
Original productions

Become intern hosts & 
masterclass speakers

Connect MPI & MPI filmmakers to key 
industry stakeholders who have the 
power to make hires & acquire projects 
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  M P I  in terns gather  a t  our  2017 In tern  Summit  to  ga in  key  ins ights  f rom indust ry 
exper ts  and M P I  in tern  a lumni  for  succeeding in  the i r  in ternsh ip  p lacements .



SUPPORTING  
FILMMAKERS  
AT EVERY STEP

Laura is an MPI-supported filmmaker and the founder of 
Image Bearer Pictures, an award-winning documentary 
production company in Washington, D.C.  
 
Her films have been broadcast on PBS and reached audiences 
in universities, civic and religious institutions, US Congress, 
and the United Nations. An accomplished documentarian, 
she received MPI production grants to support her work on 
Dog Days and Mama Rwanda. In 2018, she will lead our new 
Documentary Storytelling writing workshop. 

Laura’s success as a documentarian revealed an even stronger 
passion—writing dynamic, character-driven narratives. When 
she decided to move from documentaries into narrative 
film, Laura knew she needed a smart, compelling short 
film to showcase her talent. So    she   joined our Short Film 
screenwriting workshop to write Moving Violation. 

Part comedy, part mock-horror flick, Moving Violation    
features a  jilted   bride-to-be who    takes    her frustrations 
out on a local speed camera ,    giving   Laura the potential   
both to  entertain and    to    shine a light on the    expanding 
surveillance state. MPI funded the film’s production in 
2017, Laura wrote and directed, and MPI placed an intern 
on set—support Laura calls “instrumental.” The film 
features Milana Vayntrub who stars in This Is Us and the 
forthcoming Marvel series New Warriors. 

LAURA WATERS HINSON

2018 OFFICIAL SELECTION 
DC INDEPENDENT  
FILM FESTIVAL

2018 OFFICIAL SELECTION 
MANCHESTER  
FILM FESTIVAL

18 THEMPI .ORG/MOVING-VIOLATION

RISING FILMMAKER PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT:  
LAURA WATERS HINSON

http://thempi.org/moving-violation


“I have never experienced such 
dedicated and principled support 
of freedom-based filmmaking in my 
entire career, and I credit MPI with 
much of my success as a filmmaker.” 

 /   Laura  Waters  Hinson,  Moving Vio la t ion  
wr i ter  &  d i rector 
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 M P I -suppor ted f i lmmaker  Laura  Waters  Hinson rev iews a  scene on 
the set  o f  her  f i rs t  shor t  nar ra t i ve  f i lm ,  Moving Vio la t ion .



SCREENWRITING WORKSHOPS: 
 
Great films begin with great scripts.  

Though many have ideas for screenplays, 
very few can execute them. Screenwriting 
requires a command of  story structure, 
character development, theme, and empathy.  
 
MPI’s workshops offer rising screenwriters 
the opportunity to hone their craft in a 
high-level, supportive group setting. Scripts 
written in our workshops have won awards 
and become award-winning films.

“I’m continually grateful for the creative and financial 
support I’ve received from the MPI over the past 
few years. A screenwriting workshop helped me 
hone a draft of a short that went on to win at the 
Berlin Film Festival, was nominated for Best British 
Film at the BIFAs, and made it to the Academy 
Awards long-list for 2017. 

I am currently developing a screenplay through an 
MPI writing fellowship. I have received insightful 
feedback on my script, as well as wide-ranging 
practical advice on how to position myself and the 
project in the film industry. 

MPI’s programs have positioned me very well in 
knowing how to steer increasingly bigger projects 
within the US film system.”

TRAINING TOMORROW’S 
AWARD-WINNING  
SCREENWRITERS 

 /   Toby Fe l l -Ho lden,  M P I  screenwr i te r

THE RISING 
FILMMAKER 
PROGRAM  
IN 2017:

Attendees at  
masterclasses  
& skills seminars

250+

Screenwriting  
workshop fellowships  
awarded

16

SCREENWRITER SPOTLIGHT 
TOBY FELL-HOLDEN

MPI INTERNSHIP 2010 MPI SCREENWRITING 
WORKSHOP 2015

MPI PRODUCTION  
GRANT 2012 80+ FESTIVALS  

30+ AWARDS

MPI WRITING  
FELLOWSHIP 2017

MPI SCREENWRITING 
WORKSHOP 2013

MPI SCREENWRITING 
WORKSHOP 2014

RISING FILMMAKER PROGRAM: SCREENWRITING  
WORKSHOPS AND MASTERCLASSES 

THEMPI.ORG/MASTERCLASSES THEMPI.ORG/SCREENWRITING-WORKSHOPS

http://thempi.org/masterclasses
http://thempi.org/screenwriting-workshops
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MASTERCLASSES: 
 
MPI masterclasses give our 
filmmakers opportunities 
to take their careers to the 
next level. Our masterclasses 
feature award-winning 
industry experts, enabling our 
filmmakers to develop skills, 
refine their craft, and network 
with other filmmakers in 
attendance. These classes are 
held online and in-person in 
New York and Los Angeles. 

A SELECTION OF 2017 MASTERCLASSES:
 
à   DOCUMENTARY STORYTELLING  

with Brian Knappenberger (The Internet’s Own Boy) 

à   BREAKING INTO CINEMATOGRAPHY  
with Alan Caso (6 Feet Under, Dexter, The Americans), Charlie Lieberman 
(Heroes, Party of  Five, My So-Called Life), and Yuri Neyman (Liquid Sky, D.O.A) 

à   EDITING  
with Emmy-winner Tom Wilson (Mad Men) 

à   STORYTELLING AND SHOWRUNNING  
with Billions creators David Levien and Brian Koppelman

 B E LOW: Award-winn ing members  o f  the Amer ican Society  o f  Cinematographers 
share  pract ica l  adv ice a t  our  Break ing in to  Cinematography masterc lass .



Our first Moving Picturecraft workshop  
was a five-day intensive for ten 
professional cinematographers and 
directors looking to hone their visual 
storytelling ability. Combining lecture, 
guest appearances from accomplished 
cinematographers, and hands-on “lab” 
work on a soundstage, Moving Picturecraft 
honed participants’ ability to define and 
execute a visual intention for a given 
project. Acclaimed cinematographer 
and MPI filmmaker Ben Gaskell led this 
workshop, working closely with our VP  
of  Talent Development, Lana Link. 

Our second annual Mindful Editor 
workshop gave ten freedom-oriented film 
editors a five-day intensive opportunity to 
hone the vital skill of  editing for empathy 
and impact. Offered in partnership 
with Smock Media, founded by award-
winning editor and MPI filmmaker Hawk 
Jensen, the workshop centered on three 
key components: 1) classroom sessions 
with leading industry editors; 2) panel 
discussions on audience, story, empathy, 
marketing, and politics; and 3) hands-
on editing sessions with raw footage 
from Smock’s Victims of  Communism 
Memorial Foundation Witness Project.  

MINDFUL EDITOR 
Editing Workshop

MOVING PICTURECRAFT  
Cinematography Workshop

TEACHING TOMORROW’S  
AWARD WINNERS 

 /   B i l l  Mars i l i i ,  screenwr i te r  o f  Déjà Vu , 
s t a r r ing Denze l  Washington

“I learned more in five immersive 
days of MPI’s Cinematography 
Workshop than I would have 
expected to learn over a full 
semester at a graduate film school.” 

 /   Tim Hedberg ,  ent repreneur  
&  ind ie  f i lmmaker

“I’ve searched for a way to 
access high-quality education in 
cinematography but have always 
found it challenging to find the 
right resources. The MPI workshop 
was exactly what I needed.”  

 /   Regan Hines, director of MPI-supported 
f i lm Incarcerat ing US

 /   Chr is  McEl roy,  product ion ass is t ant  
on Hel lboy  (2019)

“The Mindful Editor seminar was an 
incredible experience, and I’m so 
happy that I had the opportunity 
to attend. I’m confident the skills I 
learned have improved my abilities and 
will help my growth as a filmmaker.

“It was a fantastic learning 
experience and has greatly 
changed my outlook on how I can 
best promote the values I believe  
in through the power of editing.”

22

RISING FILMMAKER PROGRAM: HANDS-ON TRAINING 

THEMPI .ORG/OPPORTUNIT IES

http://thempi.org/opportunities


ä LEARN MORE 
by watching our 
workshop videos: 
 
TheMPI.org/
cinematography-
workshop  

TheMPI.org/
editing-workshop

FILMMAKERS  
attended  
hands-on skills  
workshops

20
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  B E LOW: M P I  f i lmmaker  Regan Hines ad justs  the l ights  a t  our  c inematography workshop,  Mov ing P ic turecra f t .

https://www.thempi.org/cinematography-workshop/
https://www.thempi.org/cinematography-workshop/
https://www.thempi.org/cinematography-workshop/
http://TheMPI.org/editing-workshop
http://TheMPI.org/editing-workshop


With 150+ filmmakers supported since we launched 
our Rising Filmmaker Program, there are more 
success stories than we can list in this report. 
You’ve learned how our talent works on our original 
productions. Here’s a small sample of  how our 
filmmakers make waves in the industry at large.

LAUNCHING 
CAREERS 

24 THEMPI .ORG/INTERN-PLACEMENTS

RISING FILMMAKER PROGRAM: LAUNCHING CAREERS

http://thempi.org/intern-placements


Tanner completed a Moving Picture 
Institute intern placement six years ago at 
Bold Films (Whiplash, Nightcrawler), where 
he wrote script coverage and assisted the 
pre- and post-production departments. 
Since then, he has worked full time with 
Millennium Media (The Hitman’s Bodyguard, 
the Expendables series, Olympus Has Fallen). 
Last January, he was promoted to creative 
executive. He plays a critical role in 
identifying and developing projects that 
will become international blockbusters. 

Development is a long game. Tanner’s 
story was six years in the making but 
worth the wait. Today, he is giving back to 
the MPI filmmaker community. In 2017, 
he took part in our first annual Intern 
Summit, offering career guidance to a 
new class of  interns starting out in their 
careers. Coming full circle, he also hosted 
three of  our interns at Millennium this 
year and hired one—Nicole Swinford.

Nicole holds several degrees, including 
a BFA in television and broadcast 
journalism from Chapman University’s 
Dodge College of  Film and Media. An 
accomplished author, writer, historian, 
videographer, and broadcaster, her work 
in media includes experience in multiple 
newsrooms on both the local and national 
level with Fox News.

This summer, we placed Nicole in an 
internship with Millennium Media through 
MPI intern alumnus and now-intern host 
Tanner Mobley. Nicole wrote beat sheets, 
handled script coverage, and performed 
administrative tasks. At the end of  her 
internship, Millennium Media hired  
Nicole to work in the development 
department full time. Driven and talented, 
Nicole will undoubtedly shine in all her 
future endeavors. 

INTERN ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT: 
TANNER MOBLEY, FROM INTERN 
TO INDUSTRY GATEKEEPER 

2017 INTERN SPOTLIGHT: 
NICOLE SWINFORD, 
FROM INTERN TO FULL-TIME HIRE

“Simply put, without MPI, I would not 
be working in entertainment today.  
Their support and incredible network  
of connections have been paramount  
to my success and the success of so  
many others.” 

“MPI provides the opportunities 
that most of us dreamers can only 
imagine. And that is worth more than 
any words can say.”
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We partnered with the Foundation for Economic 
Education (FEE) for our fourth annual Filmmaking  
and Entrepreneurship seminar. Here, 25-30 college- 
aged filmmakers learned vital economic principles that 
can shape their careers. Featuring lectures from MPI 
staff  members, MPI filmmakers, and industry experts, 
the seminar taught real-world tips on stretching budgets, 
marketing and distribution, and telling compelling stories. 

FOUNDATION FOR ECONOMIC 
EDUCATION (FEE)

YOUNG AMERICANS 
FOR LIBERTY

INSTITUTE FOR  
HUMANE STUDIES

AMPLIFYING  
IMPACT THROUGH 
PARTNERSHIPS 

We partnered with the Institute for Humane Studies 
in March to host a “Human Rights in Film” screening 
event of  State of  Control in Austin, TX, during the SXSW 
film festival. This MPI-supported documentary follows 
journalists who find themselves on the wrong end of  the 
Chinese police state when they try to expose Chinese 
human rights abuses. A Q&A followed with the film’s 
director, Christian Johnston, and MPI’s founder,  
Thor Halvorssen.
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FILM IS A COLLABORATIVE INDUSTRY. 
Perhaps that’s why we enjoy leveraging our resources and 

creating greater impact by collaborating with production 
companies and organizations that support our mission.

 /   F i lm and Ent repreneursh ip 
seminar  a t tendee

 /   Young Amer icans for  L iber ty 
s tudent  member

 /   Lana L ink ,  Mov ing P ic ture  Inst i tu te  v ice 
pres ident  o f  t a lent  deve lopment

“I traveled all the way from Ecuador 
for this seminar, and it’s one of the 
best decisions I’ve ever made.” 

“Your videos are the reason  
I got into liberty.” 

“Film fosters empathy between people 
from extraordinarily different walks of 
life. When you watch others struggle 
under an oppressive regime on screen, 
you can’t help but ask, “What can I do 
to help their cause? How can I protect 
my own rights and freedoms?”

In the spring and summer of  2017, we partnered with 
Young Americans for Liberty to send We the Internet TV’s 
Lou Perez to events across the nation. Lou performed 
stand-up comedy, argued for free speech on campuses, 
and showed We the Internet TV videos to thousands of  
students and audience members.

27MOVING PICTURE INSTITUTE:  ANNUAL REPORT 2017



2017 DISTRIBUTIONS 

ADMINISTRATION 

PROGRAMS

2017 ASSETS 

CASH & CASH EQUIVALENTS 

RECEIVABLES

2017 CONTRIBUTIONS 

FOUNDATION

INDIVIDUALS

The Moving Picture Institute is supported  
entirely by contributions from individuals and 
charitable foundations. The Moving Picture 
Institute does not accept government funding.

This report is a statement of  MPI’s financial position 
for the 2017 fiscal year, Jan 1–Dec 31.

*  $2.4 million designated toward production of  Miss Virginia in 2018

FINANCIALS 
INCOME:

EXPENSES:

ASSETS:

65% 

$3,510,292 

35 % 

91.05% 

$715,855 

$3,307,154 TOTAL

$3,514,246 TOTAL 

8.95% 

$4,226,147 TOTAL*
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$3,466,008 

“We are proud to announce Moving Picture Institute has 
earned our fourth consecutive 4-star rating. This is our 
highest possible rating . . . Only 12% of the charities 
we evaluate have received at least 4 consecutive 4-star 
evaluations, indicating that Moving Picture Institute 
outperforms most other charities in America.”

 /   Michae l  Thatcher,  Char i ty  Nav igator  Pres ident  & CEO
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B E LOW: Crew members  work  wi th  our  f i lmmakers  to  prepare the l ights 
on set  a t  our  c inematography workshop,  Mov ing P ic turecra f t .
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ROB PFALTZGRAFF, President
ERIN O’CONNOR, Executive Vice President
MAURICE BLACK, Executive Vice President
NICK REID, Senior Vice President
LANA LINK, Vice President of  Talent Development
JASON W. POMPILIO, Director of  Business Operations
JOSEPH COREY, Director of  Philanthropic Investments
NICOLE WISDOM, Impact Producer
HANNAH EARL, Talent Associate
AMANDA BURTKA, Communications Associate
LOU PEREZ, Executive Producer/Head Writer, We the Internet TV
TOBY MURESIANU, Channel Manager, We the Internet TV

375 Greenwich Street
New York, NY 10013
MovingPictureInstitute.org

Phone: (646) 926-0674
Fax: (212) 202-3705
Email: info@theMPI.org

STEPHEN MODZELEWSKI 
ROB PFALTZGRAFF

FRAYDA LEVY, Co-founder 
JEFF YASS

THOR HALVORSSEN

CECILIA DEMILLE PRESLEY 
S. LEIGH SAVIDGE

LEADERSHIP
STAFF

CONTACTBOARD OF DIRECTORS

MICHAEL J. FRIEDMAN 
KEVIN HARPER 
MARC LEADER

ADVISORY COUNCIL

HOWARD S. HOGAN
JOHN E. KRAMER

FOUNDER

CREATIVE COUNCIL

ROB LONG
MICHAEL MANDAVILLE 
JOHN PAPOLA

 /   Amanda Bur tka

“It is rare to find an organization 
that not only enables employees 
to flourish professionally but 
also fosters their creativity. I 
rediscover my passion for our 
work in new ways each day at 
the Moving Picture Institute.” 
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TAKING OUR BLUEPRINT 
FOR CHANGE TO THE  
NEXT LEVEL
Thanks to the generosity and vision of our 
supporters, the Moving Picture Institute reached 
new heights in 2017. With our blueprint for change, 
we plan to generate even greater impact in 2018. 

We developed this blueprint with one goal in mind— 
to become the world’s single biggest influencer when 
it comes to promoting freedom through film. Winning 
major entertainment accolades such as the coveted 
Webby Award proves that our plan is working. And 
we’re just getting started. 

In 2018, we will continue to develop talent by offering a 
widened array of  writing workshops, including a 13-week 
workshop on documentary storytelling, a new workshop 
on writing and selling TV pilots, and a week-long 
residency on comedy writing. 

We will also keep placing promising filmmakers on our 
film sets, including our comedy news channel, We the 
Internet TV, which will surpass 50 million views next year. 
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 M P I  fe l low and acc la imed c inematographer  Ben jamin Gaske l l  p repares for  a  f i lmmaker 
scene ass ignment  a t  our  c inematography workshop,  Mov ing P ic turecra f t . 
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Original comedy videos

65

Students reached with 
MPI classroom films

68,000+

Attendees at masterclasses  
& skills workshops

250+

Total filmmakers supported  
& paid internships awarded

58

 /  Stacey Parks ,  producer

“Miss Virginia is a 
wonderful and inspiring 
story. It’s current, timely, 
and has the potential to 
inspire a diverse audience!” 

 /   F rayda Levy,  M P I  co- founder

“Bravo—this film could  
have major impact on  
public opinion.” 

Most importantly, we will begin 
production on the Moving Picture 
Institute’s first narrative feature film,  
Miss Virginia.  

We are currently raising funds to round 
out our production budget of  $3.5 million, 
which will ensure an Oscar-quality film. 
Information about how to support or 
invest in the film ia available on request. 
Miss Virginia will premiere in 2019.  
 
Thanks to Moving Picture Institute 
supporters, the future is bright.

2017 HIGHLIGHTS:
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THANKS TO MOVING 
PICTURE INSTITUTE 
SUPPORTERS, THE  
FUTURE IS BRIGHT.

34 THEMPI .ORG

http://thempi.org


MOVING PICTURE INSTITUTE:  ANNUAL REPORT 2017 35

M PI f i lmmakers  ad just  l ight ing equ ipment  on set . 
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